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SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST SITUATION - KING FAISAL'S ASSASSINATION 

1. IN A CONVERSATION MARCH 26 POLITICAL DIRECTOR DUCCI MENTIONED 
THE TRAGEDY OF THE ASSASSINATION OF KING FAISAL. HE WENT ON 
TO SAY THAT ON MARCH 24 THE ISRAELI EMBASSY HERE HAD EXPRESSED 
THE VIEW TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT THE FAILURE OF THE SECRETARY'S 
EFFORTS TO REACH AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN ISRAEL AND EGYPT LAST WEEK 
WAS THE FAULT OF KING FAISAL WHO HAD NOT BEEN WILLING TO FORCE THE 
EGYPTIANS TO MAKE THE NECESSARY CONCESSIONS. DUCCI REMARKED THAT 
HE WAS NOT SURE WHETHER THIS WAS A VIEW LIMITED TO ISRAELI EMBASSY 
IN ROME OR A WIDER-HELD VIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT IN JERUSALEM. 
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